
Dear Shore of Hope, East Russia Mission Team, 
 
 Our latest trip to the Khabarovsk region was met with challenges and opportunities.  Our Lord and 
Savior kept us safe and secure during the trip.  He always guides us and gives us the direction that we 
should go  
 

   
 
 First, let me discuss the children.  This is our focus and 
concern for the mission.  During our visit to the Mirnoe 
orphanage, we met Kolya his story is here  
http://shoreofhope.com/KolyaStory.aspx this young boy 
couldn’t to participate in our activities and did not want the 
sweets that we brought.  He still had difficulty talking and 
eating due to a tooth growing in the roof of his mouth.  We 
spoke to the nurse about this and she told that he would need 
to be in the hospital up to 3 days and they just did not have the 
money to help.  We could not accept this, so we asked Vicki to 

find an oral surgeon that we could talk to.  The next day we took little Kolya to a clinic in the city and found 
a very nice and caring doctor who examined him and told she could take care of it then.  Of course Kolya 
became really nervous (who wouldn’t????), but in less than 10 minutes and 300 rubles (about $10) the tooth 
was extracted and we had a very happy young boy. 
          

 
We did not give 

him a lunch so we gave 
him some money to buy 
sweets or something he 
wanted.  We explained 
who we were and what 
we did to the doctor 
who told that she would 
help our children any 
time.   

               Kolya and Natalie in a clinic 
 
 As for the orphanages, we still are holding to the 5.  
Because of the medical issues, we were not able to take the 
time to locate the 6th orphanage that we spoke about before.  
We have asked Vicki to see where it is and if it a good idea 
for us to contact them.  The other orphanages were not as 
uplifting as we have seen them in the past.  During our visit 
to Nekrosovka, a teacher told us that we were the bright 
spot in the children’s lives, today we brought sunshine in 
they orphanage.   
 

It made us feel very happy that we are making an 
impact on their lives.  
 
                                                                                                                                          Randy, Kolya and Natalie after the tooth was extracted 



 

   
                         Our project Thanks to everyone  

 
The children in the orphanages have little to do and are unable to go to the city or another village 

since the government took away the free bus passes for the children.  One afternoon, we brought some 
children to the building for a small devotion and some talk.  It was not to be formal or completely religious 
in nature.  We want to get the children out of the orphanage and talk about life, future and what they are 
concerned about.  It was wonderful and the children responded.  With all of this, we want to think about 
getting a bigger vehicle for Vicki to use to bring 10 or so children to the building each week or every other 
week, give them a meal, devotion and just talking.  We could give them life lessons, have them work around 
the building or do nothing and just talk.  We were so energized by this event that we want to do more. 
 

   
                                We bought shoes for children on open market                                             more shoes�  
                               (Seller, Vicki, Randy and our granddaughter Veronica) 

   
                              Vicki’s Bible Lesson on Russian                                           Shore of Hope Home  in Ilinka 
                                                                                                                        (Tea time for orphanages after Bible lesson) 



 

   
                                                     Every child got a toy and tooth brush 
 

Friends, please accept this as report for the mission trip May 2009.  Your continued support is 
making a difference.   

 
The children look forward to our visits and enjoy having Vicki come to them each week.  We are 

encouraged that, through the devotion of so many, we are doing the right thing and making an impact on the 
lives of children who can not help themselves due to their situation.  

 
With Christian Love, 
Natalie and Randy Smith     
 
 
 

Please visit our website at 
http://shoreofhope.com 
- - - - -Our Work and Witness-Support It- - - - - 
Your gift to the Shore of Hope is tax deductible to the 
extent that the law allows. We provide receipts. 
Shore of Hope is a not for profit organization. 
Contributions can be mailed to Director of 
Shore of Hope 
Natalie Smith 
692 Willet Way 
East Lansing, MI 48823 
WE THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! 
Checks payable to Shore of Hope  


